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which dispenses with all reason and argument?
Vainly do we analyse duty, vainly do we explain
it; above all these explanations hovers, supreme,
the faith which illumines it with its virtues. It is
faith which procures for duty the stamp of inevit-
able necessity. Duty vanishes, if faith ceases to
bear it company.

II. It is an error not to see in faith, under all
its forms, a companion of religion. Both are
associated and become similar. Religion is im-
possible without faith, while all sincere faith is
equivalent to a religion. Their objects may
vary, but their essence is the same. Viewed from
this standpoint, religion and faith become attri-
butes of conscious man. Their various forms
undergo radical modifications, but their elementary
principle always survives. We cannot conceive a
future human race without faith, as we do not
think of the human race of the present day without
religion. Religion and religions, as they develop,
merge into a sort of religiousness, a domain of
vague faith, where dogmas lose their distinct out-
lines and assume the form of indefinite aspirations.
Faith and religiousness have always existed;
religions are of more recent creation. Only in the
train of Buddha, Confucius, Zarathustra, Moses,
Jesus Christ, or Mahomet, did dogmatic religions